ED ELY OUTSTANDING COMMUNICATIONS AWARD NOMINATION

Recipient Data Form

Nominee Name:     LYNDA   SIMINSKE
                                    Area VIII           Division #13

Nominated by Division 13 Executive Board and General Membership

1. Has written articles for newspapers, CalRTA Leadership, CalRTA Contact…

Lynda writes articles for the San Gabriel Valley Examiner, San Gabriel Tribune, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (Pomona), Glendora Community News, and Upland/Claremont City News.  Two articles are submitted for each event, one prior and one after.  Lynda also takes excellent photos which often accompany the articles. (See examples in Appendix) She submits more than 30 articles annually.

Occasionally, she has submitted articles and pictures for CalRTA Contact and/or Leadership regarding Division activities, and written “Letters to the Editor” effectively presenting CalRTA’s position on important issues.

Lynda has written many additional articles about CalRTA Division 13 regarding scholarships, CalRTA Fall Workshop, Medicare Workshop and Legislative Day.

2. Has used the internet to inform and promote CalRTA activities…

Lynda is a regular internet/e-mail user.  She established a large database of friends and colleagues to whom she regularly forwards important, timely information.  

An articulate spokesperson and talented journalist, Lynda clearly and concisely explains CalRTA purposes, activities, opportunities, and benefits.

Acting as liaison with Delta Kappa Gamma, Lynda notifies DKG members about legislation affecting teachers, attends DKG legislative workshops, and serves as Legislative Chair.

Lynda has e-mailed retired teacher friends who are not in CalRTA about legislation that would affect them and encouraged them to write their congressional representatives. 

3. Has submitted letters to legislators expressing areas of concern related to CalRTA goals…

At CalRTA meetings and on her own, Lynda has contacted legislators and the President regarding legislation she feels needs to be changed or improved. She has encouraged teacher friends to do the same. Lynda appreciates it when the Legislators respond thanking her for her valuable opinions.

4. Has served as a liaison between CalRTA and community organizations…

Lynda is an invaluable contact with a multitude of local service and educational organizations.  An elected leader in most, she acts as CalRTA spokesperson at meetings and forwards communications to other leaders for action.

At meetings with the following organizations, Lynda advocates for CalRTA goals.


Foothill Presbyterian Hospital Auxiliary, President 3-years


Foothill Foundation Community Service Committee, Secretary 3-years, current 


1st Vice President


Glendora Community Coordinating Council


Glendora Public Library Fund Raising


Glendora Newcomers, President 2-years


Glendora Kiwaniannes, President 1-year


Delta Kappa Gamma, Delta Nu Chapter, 1st Vice President


Daughters of the American Revolution, Serrano Chapter, 2nd Vice President 2-


years, 1st Vice President Programs, 2-years


LA County Fair, Glendora Day, 7-years

At the Glendora Community Coordinating Council, an umbrella organization, Lynda

      makes announcements regarding CalRTA activities.  Her numerous news articles and       name are highly recognized in the community (last year she was selected as one of the  YWCA Women of Achievement).  People read what she writes and know where CalRTA stands on various educational issues. 

5.   Has been an active, supportive member of CalRTA projects, such as Educator      

      Support Network (NRTA) and the Rapid Response Team…

Lynda has been an active member of CalRTA for 7 ½ years, providing comprehen- 

      sive publicity for the organization since she retired.  She has attended every meeting 

      and Board Meeting during these years, as well as the state and area conferences.

Serving as Hospitality Chair, Lynda worked with the 1st Vice President on Programs, theme, decorations, menu, reservations, entering these on the computer and handling payment and deposits for luncheons. 

Before Division 13 started the iloveschools Program, Lynda helped with Day of the Teacher Events, encouraging retired teaching friends to join CalRTA and become aware of the goals and benefits of membership.

For iloveschools, Lynda has actively worked to spread the program locally and has personally visited local schools telling them about the program. Some local teachers have applied for these materials grants as a result of her speaking.  

She has donated to NRTA and the Educator Support Network and has written in support of their work as well as  helping to organize our Division 13 Rapid Response Team.

6. Has demonstrated innovative approaches to communication…

“I think my Communication and Publicity work is extremely important and I enjoy doing it.  In our community and neighboring ones, people had never heard of CalRTA, and now they have.  In many instances, retired teachers are not getting fair or honest treatment. The current social security unfairness is just one example.  Retired teachers also need to learn more about Medicare. My numerous articles have helped inform people about these key issues. I have a friendly and well-accepted relationship with our local media.  This comes by personally visiting their news publication offices, sharing my concerns, listening to their personal and media concerns, providing in-depth and honest coverage of community events, meeting deadlines, and sharing quality photographs.  I also keep track of what articles I have submitted, and if they have been printed in a timely manner.  If need be, I contact the newspaper and check on our coverage.  At this time I maintain two large and thorough notebooks for CalRTA Division 13. One is a Publicity Notebook and one is the Historian’s Notebook.”

“After 40 years of teaching at the middle school level, I enjoy seeing my articles in print and receiving compliments from people who read them. For three years, I taught Journalism as an after school (non-paying club) followed by three years as Yearbook Advisor.  I was privileged to be selected to attend a journalism conference put on by the Los Angeles Times at Pepperdine University.”

As her many accomplishments attest, Lynda Siminske has been a driving force behind much of the outstanding communication in Division 13.  She tirelessly gives of her talents because of her commitment to CalRTA.  She is organized and responsible which has made our communication in this community so wide-spread and effective.

CalRTA Pomona Valley Division 13 is honored to nominate Lynda Siminske for the prestigious Ed Ely Outstanding Communications Award for 2010.

